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OSSelot – The Open Source Curation Database

https://github.com/Open-Source-Compliance/package-analysis
● Contains license and copyright analysis results for certain 

packages (created with FOSSology):
– Readme with metadata of the package, e.g. download location, 

comments
– SPDX Tag:Value file with concluded licenses, copyright notices 

and comments on decisions
– Disclosure document with aggregated license texts, copyright 

notices and acknowledgments 

https://github.com/Open-Source-Compliance/package-analysis
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Reusing curation data (FOSSology)
● Example: new version OpenSSL v3.0.5, already cleared version v3.0.3 
● Clearing updated versions of a software package with FOSSology 

reusing existing curation data involves the following steps:
1. Converting SPDX Tag:Value file into SPDX RDF format. 
2. Uploading curated source packages into FOSSology.
3. Importing the SPDX RDF file into the corresponding package in 

FOSSology.
4. Clearing any remaining files.
5. Uploading current package into FOSSology with the "Reuse" option, 

referring to the corresponding curated package.
6. Clearing any new or changed files.

1. - 4. see 
Use case 1
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1. Converting SPDX Tag:Value file into SPDX RDF format

● Make sure that the root directories given in the SPDX TV files 
under "FileName:" is identical to the root directories of the 
current packages, otherwise the import in step 3 will not work. 

● Download the current version of the SPDX tools: 
https://github.com/spdx/tools-java

● Convert the TV file into an RDF file:
$ java -jar tools-java-1.0.4-jar-with-dependencies.jar \ 

Convert [SPDXTV.tag] [SPDXRDF.rdf]

https://github.com/spdx/tools-java


2. Upload curated packages into FOSSology



cont’d:



Before clearing

● 3316 files contain license 
information and must be 
cleared.



3. Import the SPDX RDF file into the 
corresponding package in FOSSology
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Issues with Import Report

Importing the RDF file into FOSSology still has some issues:
● Matching of files happens via full file path and not checksum 

 requires identical root directory→
● Import looses the tag "LicenseComment" which holds the 

explanation for certain decisions of "LicenseConcluded".
● Files with "LicenseInfoInFile: [some value]" and 

"LicenseConluded: NOASSERTION" must be cleared manually.
● Curated copyright notices are only imported as "text 

findings". 



4. Clearing any remaining files

● Only 15 of 3316 files (<0.5 %) 
must still be cleared manually!

● The curated SPDX TV file can be consulted 
for explanations of clearing decisions
(tag "LicenseComments:"). 



5. Uploading current package into FOSSology with the "Reuse" 
option, referring to the corresponding curated package



cont’d:



6. Clearing any new or changed files

● Only 205 of 3316 files ( 6 %) ~
must still be cleared manually!

● 154 of which are cleared with 
one bulk scan.
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